The Aimail Projectes

A Tribute to Unsung Heros...
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RESEARCH PROJECT

From 1918-1927 the U.S. Postal Service flew it's own aircraft with hired
civilian pilots. A fierce competition between the aerial mail and the
railroads (who until this point in time transported most of the mail)
ensued. In the beginning, Second Assistant Postmaster Otto Preager,
wanting to make a name for himself, developed a "fly or be fired" policy in
which the pilots would be forced to operate their rickety, war surplus
planes in any type of weather. The American public called the pilots
"heros". The pilots called themselves "The Suicide Club”
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Smithsonian Photo

Otto Preager US Postal Museum Photo

Typical airway beacon
light in the 1920’s for
night flights. Beacon
lights were set
approximately every
50 miles along

the entire route

ArtoFlight 53
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A not uncommon sight.
- Nosed over on a muddy runway
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